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Sustainable development at Solabia : commitments

Sustainable development is not just a two-
word marketing concept but a tangible
commitment of Solabia’s long-term presence
in the biotech, cosmetic, nutrition and
diagnostics arenas. Based on 4 key principles :
People, Product, Planet & Partner, Solabia
has created a 5 year plan where the approach is
showcased in an environmental context, safety
in the workplace, the well-being of employees
and the respect of fundamental human rights.

Since 2017, the Solabia
Group has adhered to the
UN Global Compact
and their 10 principles and
17  objectives for
sustainable development.
As part of this engagement Solabia publishes a
COP (Communication on Progress) which
describes the actions and progress made on
these 17 themes.

In addition, Solabia is progressively deploying a
certification strategy according to ISO 14001
for environmental concerns and ISO 45001 for
health and security at various production sites.

Since commitment without evaluation is
meaningless, Solabia’s performance is evaluated
annually according to 2 recognizable
organizations :

Carbon Disclosure Project (CDP) :
evaluation on environmental impact and
especially actions on reducing greenhouse
gas emissions

Ecovadis evaluation of Solabia’s
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
policy globally by taking into account

environmental, social and ethical
programs as well as sustainable
purchasing.

Solabia is building on their respectable scores
with both organizations (for example, top 15%
percentile in the category “Manufacturers of
other chemical products n.e.c. industry”
Ecovadis) by mandating energy diagnostics at all
its production sites in order to identify areas of
optimization for lowering energy dependance in
a 3 to 5 year timeframe. The methanization
project (page 1) represents itself an improvement
of 87% of renewable energies used in Brazil.

GMO testing in soy peptones : what can you expect?

Following previous articles in The Digest
that presented the GMO issues with soy
peptones and other genetically modified
substrates, the use of soy peptone remains
extensive (even if attention is being oriented
towards other plant proteins), therefore it is
useful to review what can be expected when

testing soy peptones for GMO.

While the use of Identity Preserved (IP)
material provides security, it does not
the

maximum threshold allowed by definition is

mean absence of GMO since
0,9% genetically modified material in soy
flour with the IP label.

Recent analysis of selected soy peptones has
revealed that positive results are possible

even when IP soy flour is used.

This is consistent with what we know to be the
level of use in the United States for example,
which has reached 94% in adoption of genetically
modified soy.

Positive results are well under the 0,9% threshold
and are generally situated at the < 0,1% level. In
some cases a qualitative result can be given but the
level of positivity may be under the limit of
detection or quantification of the method.

The
commonly used by reference laboratories is 0,06%

limit of detection for methods most
of genetically modified DNA, given reference
material & procedures established by AOCS (The
American Oil Chemist’s Society) or the European
Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC). GMO
analysis protocols in Europe follow NF ISO EN

21569 - 21570 - 21571 - 24276 standards.

Roundup.

Genetically modified Soy protein potentially found in soy peptones

Soy RoundUp Ready : e.g. jp35S/CTP derivative - from Monsanto, resistant to its glyphosate-based herbicide,

MON 87701 : another Monsanto soy derivative, authorized in the EU since 2012 under directive 2012/83/EC.
MON 89788 : another Monsanto soy derivative, authorized by directive 2008/933/EC in the EU.
Note : Results may differ between the raw material substrate (soy protein, soy flour....) and the peptone after hydrolysis.

In some cases, positive results (either at or below the limit of quantification) may occur for the raw material but absence
of signal (negative) in the finalized peptone, suggesting that enzyme hydrolysis may also play a role in detection.
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